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SECTI ON 3 - FEDERAL SUPPLY CLASSIFICATION

SUBSECTI ON 31 - PURPOSE

The purpose of this section isto e ntabliah policy/procedural guidance covering
t he management, control, and mai ntenance of the Federal Supply Classification (FSC)
Systenm with obj ectives to:
/
a. Control thePS8Ce tructure In such a8 manner as toinsure it conpatibility
with the requirements Of the total Federal Supply CatalogSysteam.

b. Provide fortheresol ution of anydifferences of opinion wth regaxrd to
proposed changes in t he F8C structure.

c. Provide for the orderly evolution of the FSC structure, as necessary,
to sat isf y operational requirements of the participating activities.

d. Insure uniform application of the rules and principles enbodied in the
Fsc system.

e. Provide equi table sol utions toany cent roversial problens arising in the
area of property classification ® ssignnent,

SUBSECTI ON 32 - SCCOPE

The policy/procedural gui dance contained herein apply to all DoD/Civil acti-
vities and North Atlantic Treaty Organi zation (NATO /other Foreign Countries se
participants in the Federal Catal og System,
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331 401 Background.

The Federal Supply dassification Systemis sufficiently conprehensive in
scope to permt the classification of all itens of personal property used by
participating activities. In order to acconplish this, groups and classes have
been established for the universe of combdities, wth enphasis on the itens
known to be in the supply systens of participating activities. This classifica-
tion system wth its present structure of groups and classes, represents those
groupi ngs and rel ationships which are based on current, as well as anticipated,
managenent needs. The Federal Supply Cassification structure is nodified as the
needs of nanagenent change, by the addition of newy developed groups and cl asses,
the subdivision of existing classes, and the revision of definitions of classes.
The uniform Federal Supply Cassification is governed by daily nanagenent require-
ments and provides uniform managenent categories throughout mlitary activities
and civil agency organizations, functions, operations, and supply pipelines. It
permts greater uniformty within and between the Mlitary Services and G vi
Agencies in the operations of reporting, accounting, financial nanagenent,

i nventory control, and budgeting.

331.02 Responsibility for the Federal Supply C assification.

The Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) is responsible for the devel opnent and *
mai ntenance of a Government wide commodity classification system The DLA has
del egated this function to the Defense Logistics Services Center (DLSC}.
Authority for establishment of the classification is contained in Chapter 145,
Title 10, U S. Code and Section 487, Title 43, U S. Cude.

331.03 Structure for the Federal Supply Cassification

a. Groups and Cl asses. The code nunbering system of the FSC pernits a
total of 99 groups, each of which may be subdivided into 99 classes. The classes
within any group are considered to be closely related. Each class covers a
rel atively honmbgeneous area of commodities in respect to their physical and/or
performance characteristics, the relationship of parts, attachnments and
accessories to the next higher assenblies for which they are specifically
designed, or in the respect that the items included therein are such as are
usual |y procured or issued together.

b. Code Nunbering System The FSC uses a 4-digit coding structure. The *
first two digits of the code nunber identify the group, and the last two digits
identify the class within the group. Expansion of the present nunber of groups
and cl asses has been provided for by the gaps left between the code nunbers
assigned to groups and within groupa to adjacent classes.
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c. Format and Coverage of the FSC Structure

(1) One of the two docunents published as classification handbookihgs
Cat al ogi ng Handbook H2-1, which is designated "Part 1, 6roups and Classes, oOf
FEDERAL SUPPLY CLASSIFICATION". (The index which constitutes Part 2 of the FSC is
covered in subparagraph 331,03f£.) This part consists of the classification
structure of the Federal Supply Cassification, showng all groups and cl asses
presented in the arrangement of the 4-digit FSC code nunbering system Were
appropriate, the main inclusion and exclusions which delimt the coverage of a
particular class are shown imediately following the title for the class. In
addi tion, certain notes are inserted follow ng some group and class titles which
define or delimt the coverage of a particular group or class.

(2) For many classes the phrase “and conponents” is shown as a part
of the class title, indicating that assenblies, subassenblies, and conponent parts
which are specially designed for Items in the class are to be included. 1In those
i nstances where the phrase “and components" does not appear as part of the class
title, the inclusion of assenblies, subassenblies, and conponent parts specially
designed for the end itens 4n the class is to be understood, unless otherw se
provided for in the ‘classification structure. (For exanple, Goup 25, Vehicular
Equi pnent Conponents, was established for items which otherwi se mght have been
classified in Goup 23, Gound Effect Vehicles, Trailers, and Cycles.)

(3) Part 1 of the Federal Supply Cassification is naintained by the
i ssuance of Menoranda for Distribution List CF.  These nenoranda pronul gate the
changes made after the proposed changes have been coordi nated and approved.
conpl etely revised Catal ogi ng Handbook HZ-1 (Part 1 of.the Federal Supply C ass-
i fication) 1is 1ssued as required.

d. Auxiliary Subdivisions of Federal Supply Classification C asses.
Wiere greater commodity classification detail is required by a participating
Service or activity than is provided for in the basic 4-digit FSC structure.
auxiliary subdivisions of classes. (commonly referred” to as “Auxiliary Classifi-
cations” or “subclasses’') may becone necessary. These auxiliary subdivisions of
classes may be devel oped by the participants for their.own use. |f a universa
requirenent is found to exist for a particular auxiliary subdivision, considera-
tion will be given to the establishnment of additional FSCclasses corresponding
to the auxiliary subdivision in accordance with the DIDS Procedures Manual. When
used in conjunction with the National Stock Number. (NSN), any auxiliary sub-
division of a eclass found necessary by a participant shall be signified by
augnment ation of the NSN and not by change to the 4~digit FSC cl ass code number.
In no event shall any of the 13 digits of the NSN be changed or digits or other
synbols be inserted wthin the 13-digit structure;
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e. Index to the Federal Supply O assification System Any *
classification system of considerable size nust have an i1ndex to assist the
users. Wthout a suitable index to serve as a guide for the assignment of
itenms to classes, different users may reach conflicting conclusions as to the
classification of identical items. To elininate such inconsistency in the
classification of items of supply, the index to the FSC, as described bel ow,

has been devel oped. The index facilitates |location of the FSC classes in which
an item shall be placed and location of a range of itens in the classification.

>

*

f.  Description of the FSC |ndex *

(1) Index of the FSC. Catal oging Handbook H2-2 is a Nunmeric *
| ndex and is arranged nunerically by groups and classes and contains wthin
each class an al phabetical listing of entries included in the class. 1In
addi tion, the notes following group and class titles in Part 1 are incorporated
in Part 2 following the corresponding group and class titles.

(2) Format and Coverage of FsSC I ndex. The Nuneric Index is
constructed as foll ows:

(a) The index is intended to cover all itenms for which
Approved Item Nanmes and their related col |l oquial nanes have been published in
t he FEDERAL | TEM NAME DI RECTORY FOR SUPPLY CATALOA NG ( Cat al ogi ng Handbecok HB).
However, for brevity and to avoid repetition of nanes which are different only
by added nodifiers, generic names are occasionally used in place of more
specific item nanmes or colloquial names.

(b) To obtain universal coverage of comodity itens in the
i ndex, it has been necessary to include nanmes of itens of personal property *
not currently listed in the FEDERAL | TEM NAME DI RECTORY FOR SUPPLY CATALOG NG
{(#6), i ncludi ng standardi zed nanes, part nanes, names of commodities not carried
as itens of supply in the Federal Governnment, and titles or portions of titles
of FSC cl asses.

(c) Wenever necessary, nodifiers are added to Approved
|tem Names or colloquial names in the index to delimt them sufficiently
to make classification by a single FSC code nunber possible for individua
entries.

(d) The definitions, as published in the FEDERAL | TEM NAME
DI RECTORY FOR SUPPLY CATALOG NG (Catal ogi ng Handbook H6), are applicable to
the correspondi ng basic nanes of itemnames in the index to the Federal Supply *
Cl assification.

(e) When it will facilitate the use of the index, nanes are *
listed in both straightforward and inverted sequence. (For exanple, “Bolt,
machi ne” and '"Machine bolt” are both listed.)

(f) Wth rare exceptions, trade nanes are excluded fromthe .

index. A typical exception is the nane “zipper” which through w despread Ry
usage has becone, in effect, a common nane.
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g. Carification of Terns

(1) The term*“specially designed itenf |Is an abbreviation of the
term “specifically designed for specific use on or with specific individua
types of equipnent” as used in the notes in the Catal ogi ng Handbook H2-1 and
H-2 . In order to be accepted as specifically designed, an item does not
have to be designed specifically for use in a single piece or single node
of equipnment. The item nsy be designed for use” with categories of equip-
ment such as all kinds of printing presses or all kinds of diesel engines.

(2) The term “next higher classifiable assenbly” is understood
to nean the next higher assenbly on or with which the itemis used as a
subassenbly, part, attachnent, or accessory. Also the classification of
t he higher assenbly is indicated specifically in groups and cl asses of the
FEDERAL SUPPLY CLASSI FI CATI ON ( Cat al ogi ng Handbook H2-1) or is |listed
specifically as an entry in the Nuneric Index (Catal oging Handbook H2-2). The
term “hi gher assenbly” is used for brevity and may actually include conponents,
subassenblies, assenblies, and end itens or systens.

h. Condition Codes. Sone of the Index entries in Part 2, Nuneric
* Index (Catal ogi ng Handbook H2-2) and the FEDERAL | TEM NAME DI RECTCRY FCOR
SUPPLY CATALOG NG (H6) indicate a single digit enclosed in parentheses,
i mmredi ately following the entry. o~

* (1) Condition Code (1). The Approved Item Name (AIN) may be
classified in one and only one specific class of the FSC structure.

* (2) Condition Code (2). The AIN nay be classified in two or nore
specific classes of the FSC structure, as specifically indicated.

(3) Condition Code (3). The AIN may be classified in any |ogica
class of the FSC structure by virtue of "ultiapplication” or “Special design”.
(NOTE :  Applicable only to items currently coded Condition Code 3. Not
aut horized for future use’.)
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i. Explanation of Condition Codes (2) and (3). The Condition Code
incldded in Cat al ogl ng Handbooks H2-2 and Ho entries applies only to the Approved *
|tem Name from which the entry is derived, and not to any nodifiers added in
accordance with paragraph f(2)(c) above. Exanples of proper application of
Condition Codes are as follows:

Exanple 1. The AIN “Tape, Sound Recording” is classified only in
Federal Supply O asses 5835-and 7450. The two specific H6 entries for this AIN *
both include Condition Code(2) follow ng the class modifiers (“except office
type” for FSC 5835, and “office type” for 7450). However, the nmandatory
classification for each category of sound-recording tape is indicated in the
“Class” columm on the right-hand side of that particular entry in the Handbook.
That is, office-type recording tape is classified only in FSC 7450, and all ot her
types (applications) are classified wthout exception in FSC 5835.

Exanple 2. The AIN “Clutch Half, Friction” is classifiable in a
nunber of different classes depending upon equipment application. The H6 entry *
“Cutch halves, friction, vehicular (3) ---2520" neans that a clutch half
desi gned for ground vehicul ar equi pnent shall be classified in FSC 2520 and not
in any other ground vehicular class, such as classes in Federal Supply G oups
23, 24, 38 and 39. The other entry, “Cutch halves, friction, multiapplica*ion
(3) ---3010", neans that clutch halves used in several applications, one of which
may be vehicular, shall be classified in FSC 3010. \Wile currently chere are no
other index entries, the Condition Code (3) also allows friction clutch ualves of
“speci al design" to be classified in any other logical class of the FsC
structure such as 1680 and 6615. “Any logical class” nmeans a class in which the
notes, inclusion and exclusion directives, and index eriries do not preclude the
item from being classified therein.

Exanple 3. The AINs “Circuit Breaker” and “Crcuit Breaker
Subassenbl y” are properly assigned to two different classes based on the voltage
and type of current of the itembeing classified. This is indicated in H6 by a %
series of four entries derived fromeach AIN, such as: “Circuit breakers, above
250 volts DC(2) ---6110" and “Circuit breaker subassenblies, 250 volts DC and
below (2) ---5925". Condition Code (2) does not imply that a given itemwth
the voltage and current shown can be classified in tw classes. The nodifying
phrase in each case governs the classification and restricts the item of supply
to one specific class.

Exanple 4. Classification for the ANs “Decoder Goup” and “Decoder
Subassenbly” is authorized in any | ogical class of the FSC structure, based on
“special design” or specific application. X6 entries derived fromthese AINs *
therefore reflect Condition Code (3). However, the three specific Federa
Supply d asses listed (5810, 5840 and 5841) do not indicate that the itens are
limted to those three classes. At such tinme as additional applications are
established, the list of classes wll be expanded.
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331. 04 General Principles and Rules

a. Unique Cassification of Each Item of S8upply. Each item of supply
shall be classified in one, and only one, 4-digit class of the FSC. The
assignnent of an FSC code nunber to an item of supply shall not be influenced
by the nethod and type of itemidentification used to establish the concept of
the item

b. Cdassification of Parts Were a Specific C ass Exists. \Were a
specific class of the FSC 1's applicable to a particular part, that part shall be
classified in the specific class and not with its next hi gher assenbly, except
as i ndi cated bel ow

(1) A “Specially designed itenf shall be classified with its next
hi gher assenbly in the class established for the higher assenbly when, and only
when, the FSC requires such classification. The requirement that a “specially
desi gned item" be classified with the equipnent for which it is specially
designed is indicated in the FSC by:

(a) A Note. A note at the head of the class or group in
Cat al ogi ng Handbooks H2-1 or H2-2 directing that specially designed itens are to
be classified with their next higher classifiable assenblies.

(b) A Mdifier. The modifier "multiapplication" added to the
* nane of the itemindexed in Catal ogi ng Handbooks H2-2 and H6, indicating that
the specially designed itens are to be classified wth their next higher
assenbl i es.

(c) An Exclusion. An exclusion to the class published in
Cat al ogi ng Handbook HZ-1 indicating that the itemis not to be classified therein.

(d) An Exception. A term of exception applied to an entry in
* Catal ogi ng Handbook H2-2 or H6 excluding the item

(2) Wen an item of supply has been classified as a “specially
designed itenf with its next higher classifiable assenbly, the FSC class code
nunber originally assigned shall not be changed to that of a multiapplication
class until concrete evidence becones available that the item does have
mul tiple applications.

c. Cassification of Parts Were No Specific G ass Exists. Were no
specific class of the FSC is applicable to a particular part, that part shall be
classified with its next higher classifiable assenbly in the class established
t herefor.

d. Classification of Parts Having Mul tiple Applicati ons. The FSC class
nunber for an itemwhich is to be classified with its next higher assembly but
which is used on or wwth different assenblies classified in two or more classes
of the FSC, shall be assigned in accordance with. the foll ow ng:
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(1) Wen a variety of applications to assenblies classified in
différent classes is known to exist at the time the subassenbly, part, attachnent,
or accessory IS initially classified, the FSC code nunmber assigned shall be that
which will be nmost useful in supply managenent, selected on the basis of:

(a) The nost significant application of the item
(b) The code nunber least likely to be obsol eted.
(c) The greatest nunber of applications of the item

(2) When a code nunber is assigned to a nultiple application item
after a consideration of the known applications, and the application(s) within
the class assigned become obsolete, a new class code nunber shall be selected in *
accordance w th subparagraph 331.04d(1).

(3) Wien a subassenbly, part, attachnment, or accessory 1is assigned
and FSC code nunber on the basis of its relationship to a higher assenbly, and it

is later discovered that the itemis used on additional assenblies which are not
in the sane class as the assenbly initially considered, the FSC code nunber
originally assigned shall be used for all other applications of the item

e. Classification of Sets, Kits, ard Qutfits. The foll owi ng rules shal
govern the classification of sets, kits, and outfits:

(1) Sets, kits, and outfits consisting of variations {(surr as size or
color) of an itemshall be classified in the sanme class as the individual itens.

(2) Sets, kits, and outfits consisting of several different itens
classifiable either in a single class or in several classes of the sane group, or
in classes of nore than one group, shall be classified in the “Sets, Kits, and
Qutfits” class of the group which logically covers the application or functiona
purpose for which the set, kit, or outfit was assenbl ed.

(3) If no “Sets, Kits, or Qutfits” class i1s established in the
appropriate group which covers the application of functional purpose of the set,
kit, or outfit, then the set, kit, or outfit shall be classified in the single
class of the appropriate group which logically covers the application or function-
al purpose for which the set, kit, or outfit was assenbl ed.

(4) If the appropriate 4-digit FSC class cannot be deternined by
application of the shove rules, the set, kir, or outfit shall be assigned to the
class which is considered nost useful for supply nmanagenent.

(5) If no class 1s found to be appropriate under any of the above

rules, the set, kit or outfit shall be classified in FSC C ass 9999, M scell aneous
|t ens.
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331.05 Mai nt enance of the Federal Supply Classif ication System Mai ntenance of

the FSC Syetem is divided into two categories: revision to the FSC structure and
* revisions to th gge | ndex.

a. Revisions to the FSC Structure. Revisions to the FSC structure are

t hose major changes which constitute a significant revision to any of the present
groups and/or cl asses, such as:

(1) The establishment of a new FSC group or cl ass.
(2) The deletion of an existing group or class.

- (3 Arevision to the delimtations of an existing FSCgroup or
class, which results in a broader or narrower scope.

(4) Arevision in a principle or rule for classification.

* NOTE: Proposed revisions to the FSC structure nust include the corresponding
modi fication required in the FSC i ndex, Catal ogi ng Handbooks H2-1 and He.

* b. Revisions to the FSC | ndex. Revisions'to the FSC index are those -
relatively minor changes which affect the individual cl assification of specific

items of eupply. These revisiona are brought about by conditions such as the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The addition of a new item nane.
(2) A revised interpretation of an existing item nane.

(3) A revision of an item name which substantially changes the
concept of the item

(4) A revision of the definition of an item name which substantially
changes the concept of the item

(5) Anew function for an item of supply.

(6) A determination of the desirability of a revised classification
for an itemof supply, within the delimitations of the present FSC structure.
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331 .06 International Use of the Federal Supply Cassification System

a. NATO Use. In February 1956, the Air Board, Mlitary Agency for S tandardi-
zation, NATO convened a Wrking Party in London which prepared and recommended t he
adopt ion of the second draft standardi zation agreement STANAG 3150. This agreenent
provided for the adoption of the United States Federal Supply Cassification System
as t he NATO Supply Classification System wth the United States having responsibility
for maintenance of the system including right of decision on all matters pertaining
thereto. This agreenent was subsequently ratified by fourteen NATO nenbers, including
the United States.

b. Revi sion to the G assification Structure Under STANAG 3150

(1) Revisions Proposed by the United States. Revisions to the classifi-
cation structure which are proposed by the United States shall be forwarded to the
NATO nenber nations prior to approval. A period of 60 days is provided foxr concurrence
and/or comment by individual NATO countries. Upon conpletion of this coordinatio..,
the follow ng actions shall be taken, as appropriate.

(a) The United States (DLA/DLSC) approves the revision, specifying
the inplementation dates, 1if conplete or majority concurrences are received.

(b) The United States considers and incorporates, if acceptabl e,
modi fications to proposed revisions, as submitted by the NATO ccmt:’.s.

{(c) The United States reasoives say conflicts of opinion if a
maj ority of nonconcurrence, or nmmjor proposals for codifications of proposed
revisions, are submitted by the NATO countri es.

NOTE :  Revi sions which are proposed by a NATO member matiom other than the United
States are decided by the United States within a 39-dav period, follow ng the 60-day
period provided for NATO concurrence actfoans. Notice of the final disposition of all
proposed revisions to the classification system is iccwarded by the United States to
all NATO countries, stating, as appropriate, the reasens for nonacceptance of comments.

(2) Revi sions Proposed by NATO Member Nations. Revisions to the classi-
fication structure proposed by any one of the NATG nmenber nations, are forwarded to
all signatories of STANAG 3150 by the originating country. Concurrence and/or comment
1s forwarded by other signatories to the originating country and to the United States
within a period of 60 days. Approved revisions are inplemented on the effective date
specified in the notiftcation of approval forwarded to all signatories by the United
St at es.

331-9




